
BUILDING BLOCKS OF SUCCESS

DAG HAMMARSKJOLD PLAZA IS LOCATED ON EAST 47TH STREET BETWEEN FIRST  AND SECOND AVENUES, NEW YORK CITY
Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza  ~ 847 Second Avenue ~ NYC  10017 ~ 212-969-8820  ~ www.hammarskjoldplaza.org

Your contributions help us to:
• Purchase plants for the garden;
• Pay for litter pickup and removal;
• Clean the six fountains;
• Pressure-wash the Plaza;
• Organize park events.
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A nonprofit community organization dedicated to park preservation and beautification
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HEAL THY PARKS MAKE HEAL THY
NEIGHBORHOODS
Our first priority is to keep our park clean
and green.  We contract services for
fountain cleaning and litter pickup. We
have the park steam-cleaned and pres-
sure washed. We plant and maintain
the garden. We work with the 17th Pre-
cinct  and the Parks Department  to ad-
dress safety issues.  Without Friends,
Hammarskjold Plaza would quickly be-
come a neighborhood liability.

eveEVENTS FOSTER COMMUNITY
Events bring a community together and
we are committed to offering cultural
performances, children’s activities
and festive family gatherings. Events
require planning and production so we
always need helping hands. With the
Plaza becoming known as a premiere
performance and exhibition site, we
are  partnering with more organiza-
tions  to  facilitate events. Sponsors,
right this way, please...

VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN
Without volunteers, our organization
would not exist. We have no payed staff
and depend entirely on volunteers to
serve on our board, organize pro-
grams, raise funds, tend the garden,
host events, and make Hammarskjold
Plaza the park we all enjoy.   So whether
you have special skills to offer or you’re
willing to just lend a hand, we urge you
to join our ranks. If you can’t spare the
time, then please be generous.

Former
President
Michael Butler
(right) passes
the lotus flower
to  President-
elect Lou
Sepersky.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (front) Robin, Joan, Bill,
Millie (behind) Olga, Anne, Lew, Sherrill, Bob, Nancy
(far back) Michael, Jerry and Ken. For complete list
of names, see Masthead, page 4.

  Winter’s Here and Spring Not Far Behind

No sooner has the Katharine Hepburn
Garden settled in for a long winter’s nap,
the fountains filled with evergreens, than
our committees gear up for the 2006 park
season. The Finance Committee prepares
an annual budget while the Events
Committee lays out its calendar and
production schedules. The Fundraising
and Grants teams target potential spon-
sors. Our Garden Committee ponders plant
selections and organizes a work calendar.
Membership strategizes to increase our
ranks. The Advocacy Committee looks for
ways to put the needs of all NYC parks in
view of city officials, partnering with other
park groups to form coalitions.

All of us,17 board members, are
actively engaged in making Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza a park we can all
enjoy, a public space  by and for the
community.  We invite you to join us in
helping to enrich the life of our neighbor-
hood by making it a lively and welcoming
hub that is clean, green, and safe.

The key is “We.”  All the efforts of
Friends, all of whom are volunteers. The
teamwork begins with our committees and
ripples out to the community. Without our
directors,  we would have no game plan,
and without volunteers, contributions and
funding support, we would have no game.
And without Friends, none of us would
enjoy the quality of life offered by this
magnificent  neighborhood “commons”
and Gateway to the United Nations.

In spring, our Annual Members
Meeting offers an opportunity to meet our
board members and get an inside look at

(continued page 4)

Gooey gourmet merchant, Chocolate Bla Bla Bla.

FALL/WINTER 2005-2006



Modern Dance

Exhibtions

Empire
Autorama

The Lamda
Car Club
exhibited

40  vintage
autos during
Pride Week

 in June 2005.

Five massive wrought-iron figures by Spanish sculptor Francisco Leiro grace
the sculpture platform at the top of the steps near Second Avenue. These
roughly-hewn, powerful images have their roots in the Galician sculpture of the
artist’s Spanish heritage.
    The exhibition was organized by the Instituto Cervantes, a nonprofit arm of the
Spanish government that promotes Spanish culture internationally, in collabora-
tion with the Friends of Dag Hammarskjöld Plaza, and with the support of
Marlborough Gallery and the Consulate General of Spain in New York.

Speechless I-IV
June 2005 - January 2006

(L-R) Sculptor Francisco Leiro,
Friends VP Sherrill Kazan, who fa-
cilitated the exhibit, our  president,
Lou Sepersky, and the Counsel
for  Cultural Affairs, Spain.

Our two-day program (July 9 & 10) of Taylor II, the dance company of Paul Taylor, drew our biggest
crowds to date with unabated praise. Audience survey forms stated: “Best thing yet ... First viewing of
modern dance, fantastic...Wonderful, please continue series...Want more ...Amazing.”  We also drew
the most diverse crowd ever. Of the surveys returned, 43% indicated they lived near the Plaza; the
rest came from points beyond.  Friends teamed up with Dancing in the Streets to present the classic
works of this celebrated artist. We’re seeking funds to bring more great dance groups to the Plaza.

Behind the Scenes
(R-L) Friends Director
of Develpment Anne
Saxon-Hersh with DITS
Executive Director Aviva
Davidson and her
manager, Shirley Levy,
(behind) our secretary,
Olga Hoffmann.
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Art Show

Oktoberfest

The Katharine Hepburn Garden Party, now a
tradition, with Turtle Bay Association joining in.

(ABOVE) Some of our fun-loving board
members made sure Oktoberfest  2005
was celebrated with more “oompah” for the
kids. Piles of pumpkins ready for the deco-
rating, gooey chocolate, face painting and
balloon tricks, even an inflated castle. The
event was made possible by a grant from
the Ford Foundation and generous gifts
from our own board member Lesley Nan
Haberman, the Haley Foundation and the
Turtle Bay Association.

(LEFT) A first in our park, an art show by the
High School of Art and Design. The proud
winner of the competion is shown here with
President Lou Sepersky and (right)TBA
President Bill Curtis.

Men at work.
Mark and Ken, Patio Cafe
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Winter’s Song

Elves from Sage Realty decorated the
hayracks and fountains, and the Turtle Bay
Association lit up the dome with a big fir
tree. (RIGHT) Robin Marsico and her wee
one get a  warm hug from Santa.



(continued from front page, first column)

PRESIDENT
LOU SEPERSKY

VICE PRESIDENTS
SHERRILL KAZAN , MICHAEL RESNICK

TREASURER
NANCY LUPTON

SECRETARIES
OLGA HOFFMANN, ROBIN MARSICO

DIRECTORS

JENNIFER BANCROFT,  MERYL BRODSKY, BOB COWAN,

LESLEY NAN HABERMAN, ANNE SAXON-HERSH

BILL  HUXLEY, JOAN LEVY, MILLIE  MARGIOTTA,

L ILIA  MORRIS, KENNETH MCCLURE,

TOM PAYNE

FRIENDS OF DAG HAMMARSKJOLD PLAZA

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community
organization whose sole mission is
park beautification, preservation and
vitality. Our volunteer activities in-
clude keeping Dag Hammarskjold
Plaza clean and green and organiz-
ing events that foster community. As
stewards of the park, we work in
partnership with NYC Parks and
Recreation, city officials and other
organizations who share our com-
mitment to public space. Member-
ship is open to all who wish to share
in our mission. Won’t you join us?

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: ANNE SAXON-HERSH

PHOTOGRAPHER: VIVIAN  GORDON

www.hammarskjold plaza.org

Yes, I want to help. Count me in!

Name: __________________________

Address: ________________________

Phone: (home)___________________

(office phone) ___________________

email: __________________________

Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation:

_  Green Thumb $25

_  Conservationist $50

_ Benefactor $100

_ Guardian $500

_ Angel ($1000 and above)

_ OTHER $________

_ I’m also wi lling to volunteer.
Please make checks payable to
Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
and mail to:
847 Second Avenue, #129
New York, NY 10017
Telephone: 212-969-8820

Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza  ~ 847 Second Avenue ~ NYC  10017 ~ 212-969-8820  ~ www.hammarskjoldplaza.org

what lies ahead,  with each committee
presenting an overview. At that meeting,
the membership also elects our officers
and directors. If you have ever considered
volunteering or would like to be more
actively engaged in our park, I urge you to
attend this annual session when public
officials stop by to hear our plans and
offer their support.

SPRING KICKOFF ,  SUMMER FUN
In May, the Katharine Hepburn

Garden Party kicks off the active park
season,  followed by It’s My Park Day, a
city-wide greening effort. May and June
are planting time and we always need
volunteers.  No experience necessary.

In the summer we  host a wide range
of exhibitions and performances.

The third annual Empire AutoRama, a
display of vintage and antique cars returns
during Pride Week in late June with
Parkards, Studebakers and the odd Edsel.
It is the car buffs’ display of choice.

Hammarskjold Plaza, with its center
colonnade and broad esplanade,  is rapidly
becoming a premiere performance site, and
each year, we partner with more organiza-
tions and sponsors to bring cultural
events to the park. In July, The Opera
Company of Brooklyn will stage their first
open-air concert in our plaza.  Likewise, we
were approached to facilitate  the celebra-
tion of Bastille Day on July 14, making it an
annual event with Jacques & Marie and
the Chorale.

Also in July, Dancing in the Streets,
the organization who partnered with us in
2003 and 2005 to bring the best in modern
dance to Hammarskjold Plaza, is slated to
present another acclaimed dance group.
We’re seeking a sponsor/ funding to make
this an annual program.

SAFETY FIRST
Because safety matters to all of us, we

welcome the 17th Precinct’s annual Night
Out Against Crime to the park on  August
1. This popular event is a national effort
with the Police Department and various
specialized units, including the Mounted
Detachment and the Police Auxiliary,
presenting anticrime and personal security
displays. A wonderful introduction to the
resources of NYPD, Night Out offers
family fun and a way for adults to intro-
duce kids to the Police and what they do.

On Labor Day weekend, we sponsor
the Hammarskjold Plaza Second Avenue

Street Festival with an array of vendors
from 43rd to 53rd Street. Mardi Gras Produc-
tions has been our partner from the start,
handling all the administration. Volunteers
staff our information booth. Our portion of
the proceeds goes directly to fund park
maintenance and operations.

OKTOBERFEST & HOLIDA Y CHEER
Pumpkins, slides, rides and apple cider

highlight our third annual Oktoberfest. The
Patio Café coordinates with us to carry out
the theme, selling weiners and beer. The
Cafe and the World Bar are  owned and
operated by Hospitality Holdings, and
manager Kenneth McClure serves on our
board. His cooperation is a great example
of how a commercial operation can be a
Friend, contributing funds, providing free
hot chocolate at the holiday tree-lighting
and donating the World Bar venue and
refreshments for our fundraisers.

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS
While we’re staging all these events,

our primary mission remains park beautifi-
cation and upkeep. Due to decades of
budget cuts to  NYC Department of Parks
and Recreation, much of the maintenance
for the park is left to Friends. We contract
professional maintenance firms and the
Doe Fund to handle routine cleaning, while
the garden is planted and tended mostly
by volunteers.

Our livelihood and that of the park
depends on teamwork, and we value your
support. Please take a moment to fill out
the membership form and take an active
role in the life of your community.

                      Lou Sepersky, President


