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CAFE STORM: City Commissioner Cries Foul,
Community Demands a Fair Shake
The cafe is empty, its door padlocked.
On June 28th, the lease expired for The
Patio Café, and the Parks Department
sent officers in several vehicles to watch
over its property. Not the park, mind you,
just the café and its fixtures. Ever since
the Parks Department informed Patio
management that another vendor had
been awarded the concession license,
the little cafe has been at the epicenter
of a storm.

Acting in the public interest, Comp-
troller William Thompson has thus far
refused to register the license of the NY
Milkshake Company, citing a flawed
selection process filled with inconsisten-
cies. Parks countered that the
Comptroller’s office had overstepped its
authority. But the Comptroller isn’t back-
ing down, and with two city agencies
going head to head, a selection process
that has been anything but transparent
is coming to light.

At issue is how Parks could pass
over better-capitalized vendors with
stronger, longer track records.

“Our concern is that NY Milkshakes
can’t deliver on its projections and that
a failed café is detrimental to the park,
creating a delinquent property in a high-
risk public space,” says Sherrill Kazan,
president of Friends. “This is not a case
of espresso versus egg creams, we want
transparency and a viable operator.”
Community Board 6 passed two resolu-
tions in support of Friends and more than
a thousand park users signed petitions
on behalf of The Patio. The Turtle Bay
Association declared support.

Three years ago, Dag Park, LLC
(The Patio) took over the lease of a failed
concessionaire and turned the café into
a vibrant, well managed operation with
a liquor license.  Their proposal included
letters of recommendation from Friends,
community and UN organizations,
elected officials, and CB 6.

At a meeting with Manhattan Parks
Commissioner William Castro, we asked
how The Patio’s success and good will
could be ignored in favor of an inexperi-
enced  vendor who closed shop on St.
Marks Place after only a few years.
Castro promised to air our concerns with
Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe, but
we received no response.  Then a letter
from Benepe to Assemblyman Jonathan
Bing, who has championed our cause,
insisted that the selection process was

sound, based on the highest revenue pro-
jection, experience, financial capability,
improvements, and plan of operation.

We had two choices: roll over or
fight. We filed an Article 78 lawsuit
which contends that the Parks Depart-
ment abused its discretionary powers.
At preliminary court hearings, Parks
challenged that the community had “no
standing” since Friends was not an in-
jured party.  That’s hard to fathom since
we provide essential upkeep to the
park—everything from litter pickup to

EVENTS: JULY -  DECEMBER
Dancing on the Plaza, July 29/30
Night Out Against Crime, Aug. 1
Street Festival & T ango, Sept. 2
Oktoberfest, October 7
Tree Lighting, November 30
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SPRING/SUMMER, 2006

Mark Grossich (above left), owner of Dag
Park , LLC. and manager Kenneth McClure
(right) at our Oktoberfest.

The Patio Cafe, a favorite gathering place for
residents, the business set, and UN diplomats.



Sher rill K azan,  center , ne w Pr esident of  Friends of  Da g
Hammarskjold Plaza, at Annual Members Meeting,
flanked by Board of Directors.

Gar y P a push,  Chair man of  CB6
Parks Committee, sits one out at
Gar den P ar ty . T hanks , Gar y,  f or y our
drive to bring transparency and fair-
ness to the process of awarding
licenses to park concessionaires.

Assemblyman Jonathan Bing,
our Pr esident ,  Sher rill K azan,  TB A
Pr esident Bill Cur tis , and City
Councilman Dan Garodnick.

Winner of  ar t sho w mak es a
sale . Belo w, Allan Le vy , w ho
coordinated exhibit with High
Sc hool of  Ar t & Design,  ser ves
cake with Olga Hoffmann, our
Secr etar y,  a t K atharine He pb ur n
Gar den P ar ty .



What makes Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza the
vibrant p ark it is?
Volunteers. It begins with
our dedicated Board of
Directors, who plan the
events, manage  con-
tract s for litter pickup
and fount ain cleaning,
and design the planting
of the Katharine Hepburn
Garden. Then there’ s all
the helping hands and
good will that comes
from the many friend-
ship s and p artnership s
we forge.

The Constant
Gardeners, Millie
Margiotta and
Alan Le vy .

(right) Vivian
Gordon, our
photo gra pher .

In June, volunteer groups from Morgan Stanley trans-
for med the g ar den,   planting , dig ging , and contrib uting
their ar tistr y under the dir ection of  Anne Sax on-Her sh
(group, upper right, trowel in hand).
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FRIENDS OF DAG HAMMARSKJOLD PLAZA is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community or-
ganization whose sole mission is
park beautification, preservation
and vitality. Our volunteer activities
include keeping Dag Hammar-
skjold Plaza clean and green and
organizing events that foster com-
munity. As stewards of the park, we
work in partnership with NYC Parks
and Recreation, city officials and
other organizations who share our
commitment to public space. Mem-
bership is open to all who wish to
share in our mission.
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Yes, I want to help. Count me in!

Name: __________________________

Address: ________________________

Phone: (home)___________________

(office phone) ___________________

email: __________________________

Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation:

_ Green Thumb $25

- Conservationist $50

- Benefactor $100

- Guardian $500

- Angel ($1000 and above)

- OTHER $________

- I’D LIKE TO VOLUNTEER.
Please make checks payable to
Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
and mail to:
132 East 43rd Street, #129
New York, NY 10017
Telephone: 212-969-8820
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fountain cleaning and maintenance of the
Katharine Hepburn Garden. The Patio
management has been an ally in our ef-
forts and we stand together as plaintiffs.

The Parks Department could have
renewed the license for The Patio with-
out sending out an RFP (Request For
Proposals), but beginning with the
Giuliani administration, the Major’s of-
fice has increasingly pressured Parks to
produce more income through its con-
cessions. These revenues go into the
city’s general fund while the Parks De-
partment is starved—unable to ad-
equately maintain its 28,000 acres of
parkland. With less than 0.5 percent of
the city budget allocated to park main-
tenance and operations, the burden of
upkeep falls on communities.

In the case of Hammarskjold Plaza,
the small cafe represents a minuscule
portion of the $60 million collected from
park concessions, yet win or lose, what
happens in this case underscores the
glaring need for concession reform.
There is something deeply flawed with
a system that drives the Parks Depart-
ment to chase higher concession rev-
enues to the detriment of its own park,
the community it serves and the volun-
teers who care for it.

Anne Saxon-Hersh, Founder
and Director of Development

DID YOU KNOW?
HISTORY: HOW THE PARK GOT ITS NAME...

The property was acquired by the City of
New York in 1948 when the United Nations was
being sited, and was named Dag Hammarskjold
Plaza in 1961, in honor of the second Secretary
General of the United Nations, who died in a
plane crash while serving on a peace mission
to the Congo. Envisioned as a majestic boule-
vard, the park languished for decades, a dreary
stretch of asphalt used to stage public demon-
strations. A new design, developed in the 1980s,
went unfunded until the 1990s, when Friends
of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza was founded. Work-
ing with the Turtle Bay Association and elected
officials, the community convinced the City to
expand and reconstruct the park, and in 1999,
we celebrated the park’s reopening.

WHO DESIGNED THE PARK...
The new, expanded park was designed by

George Vellonakis, an architect for NYC Parks
and Recreation.  In keeping with the park’s name-
sake, Nobel Peace Laureate Dag Hammarskjold,
design elements capture the peace of flowing
water with six fountains to soften the din of the
city. From the entrance dome, looking down the
promenade toward the United Nations, one can
see the famous statue of Saint George slaying
the dragon, a gift to to the UN from the Soviet
Union.  Architectual features include the park’s
distinctive iron work: an entrance dome,  a cen-
ter colonnade, and pergolas over each of the
six fountains. To the rear lies the park’s garden,
an oasis of serenity.

WHY THE GARDEN WAS NAMED AFTER
KATHARINE HEPBURN...

The garden was dedicated by the commu-
nity to Oscar-winning actress Katharine
Hepburn in recognition of her efforts to pre-
serve the charming character of Turtle Bay and
protect the trees on East 49th Street where she
purchased a brownstone and lived for many
years. The naturalistic design of the park’s gar-
den with its trees and shade-loving plants re-
flects Hepburn’s love of nature and wildflow-
ers. A winding path leads to the bench from
Hepburn’s  own garden in Fenwick, Connecti-
cut. It is a gift from her estate.

WHAT FRIENDS OF DAG PLAZA  DO...
We are an all-volunteer organization with

no paid staff. Our board of directors meets six
times annually and committees monitor the park,
contracting services such as litter pick-up and
fountain cleaning, while the garden is maintained
entirely by volunteers. In addition to keeping the
park clean and green, we organize park events.

HELP IN A BIG WAY...
Councilman Dan Garodnick:  $11,000 for
Wi-fi and Operations, plus $50,000 capital

funding for Architectural Signage/Kiosk.

Greenacre Foundation:  $10,000, garden

Turtle Bay Association: $5,000

Assemblyman Jonathan Bing:  $2,500

Family School: $2,000

Bonnie Cashin Fund:  $1,500

Blair Perrone Steak House: $1,000

WI-FI FOR DAG  PARK
Tom Payne didn’t just become a dad this
year (shown here with wife Jennifer
Bancroft, both on our Board), he also won
the RFP for Friends to bring Wi-Fi to Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza. Nice work, Tom!

Visit www.dagplaza.blog.com to view letters from
the Comptroller, Assemblyman Jonathan Bing,
CB6 Resolutions, as well as links to Concession
Reform. Also, check the Dag Park bulletin board.


